Advent Season…A Special Kind of Homecoming
One of our favorite things about this time of year is watching
Christmas movie classics—It’s A Wonderful Life, The Grinch, Die Hard…
While the last film on that list is debatable as a yuletide film, there is one
film not listed that occupies our childhood memories of Christmas—Home
Alone. Kevin McCalister is a young boy whose very large and rowdy
extended family is traveling to Paris for the holidays. One morning Kevin
wakes up in his family’s large suburban Chicago home only to find the
house empty. Everyone is gone. Kevin is home alone.
For the rest of the movie, we watch as Kevin battles two local thieves
(the so-called “wet bandits”) as they attempt to burglarize the homes on
Kevin’s street—much slapstick hilarity ensues. Even so, amidst all the
comedy, there is a prevailing theme in the movie that has to do with home.
Home, one could argue by the end of the movie, is not a place as much as
a people.
Though in common parlance “church” has become the word that
describes the coming together of the Body of Christ, the New Testament
offers a variety of titles for this fellowship. In the book of Acts we are called
“the way.” In Paul’s letters, we are “the
Household of God.” Home, there it is again.
Of the many striking themes of
Advent—waiting, expectation, God’s entering
into a messy world—one theme often
unexplored is that of home. What does it mean
that God has chosen to make a home in our
midst? To have as his home Mary’s womb for 9
months? To call the humble Nazareth in Galilee
home?
One of our favorite stories is The Lord
of The Rings. It is a story about the unexpected
journey of life. One JR Tolkien scholar argues that of all the twists and turns
in this trilogy, home is the main theme. Home, she said, is a place to which
we are always going; it is a place where we feel known and held in
belovedness; it is the place for which the human heart most passionately
longs.
After last Christmas, where we were kept from gathering in our
worship homes, this Advent, we are experiencing quite a homecoming.

Using the inspired work of
Sanctified Art, we will wander
together from the womb to the
world in search of the true
meaning of home. Join us this
Advent and Christmastide as we
journey “Close To Home.”
Every week our sermons
will connect to a different home
theme: Homesick, Far From
Home, Home for All, Invited
Home, Home by Another Way,
and more. Daily devotionals are
available to guide you through
this season. Advent Calendars
are also available to take home at
the first Advent Gathering. We
hope you’ll come home to worship
with us in this holy season!
--Rev. Lara Musser Gritter
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
October 31, 2021

Congratulations To:
■ Breanna Lusk and Joseph Calabro, who were married on
October 9
■ John and Anne Cave on the birth of their grandson, Elliot
Pendleton Cave, Jr., on October 27. Penn’s parents are Elliot and
Darden Cave
■ Troy and Kia Creamer on the birth of their son, Jack Kinder
Creamer. Jack’s grandparents are John and Kyna Grubb

Our Deepest Sympathy To:













Jeff Shoaf and family, on the death of his mother, Kay
Shoaf
Marty Walker and family on the death of his sister, Jane
Richmond
Carolyn Alexander and family on the death of her
grandson
Tracy Smith and family, on the death of her nephew
Carol Sayers and family, on the death of her husband,
Don Sayers
The family of Helen Boyd, who
died on October 3
The family of Mary Lynne Shirley,
who died on October 17
The family of Carol Freed, who
died on October 22
The family of Norma Lewis, who died on November 3
The family of Dr. Albert Aymer, who died on November
5
Kendall Nagy and family on the death of her father, Reid
Hankins
Fred Aggers and family on the death of his brother-inlaw, Floyd Taylor

Ushers for December Services
Marny Hendrick, Chm
Stewart Adams
John Ware
Lee Johnson
David Carmichael
Robert Betram
Join the Team – We are in process of reorganizing our monthly
usher teams for our worship services at 11 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. If you
are interested in being part of this important ministry, please contact
Marny Hendrick or the church office.

Greetings From Jim and Joan Foil
Dear friends,
Joan and I were delighted to receive the invitation to your
200th Anniversary Celebration. We are sorry that we are not able to
be with you in person, but know that we rejoice with you during this
special time in the life of the church.
Returning to Salisbury and First Presbyterian Church was
truly like coming home. You all welcomed us; loved us; laughed with
us; prayed for us and grew with us. Working with Bob, Sophie, Roger,
Shirley, Becky, and Flora was a highlight of my career! They pushed
me to become a better minister and friend.
We have so many wonderful memories of the folks at “First
Pres” and treasure the friendships we made and renewed while back
in our hometown of Salisbury. Yours is uch a loving and nurturing
congregation. We appreciate you loving us and allowing us to be a
part of your ministry. Thoughts and prayers are with you on this
special day. May God continue to bless you, not only as you
celebrate the past, but as you continue to spread His word in the
future.
Much love, Jim Foil Associate Minister, 1996-2000

Year-End Closing of Books
There’s still time to catch up on your 2021 pledge!
The 2021 books will close at noon on Friday, December
31. In accordance with IRS regulations, checks not postmarked or
delivered by this date will be credited to the New Year. Therefore,
please allow enough time for the funds to be received by this date for
stock gifts.

Day School News
If you’ve been around the church during weekday
mornings, you may have heard lots of laughter and giggles
coming from downstairs in the Education Building. This year,
the Day School welcomed 43 little ones and six new staff
members. Christy Godbolt and Maddy Harness teach the
younger 2-year-olds, and Katie Norton and Alex Maranon
teach the older 2-year-olds. Leslie Durocher and Makayla
Summerall teach our 3-year-olds, and Tracy Cornacchione
and Ztenka Garraty teach the 4-year-olds. In addition, Tracy
continues to serve as the Interim Director. The Day School
Committee feels so blessed to have such a wonderful staff
who love and serve these children.
In December, the children will celebrate Christmas
with a PJ day, the Polar Express story, and lots of hot
chocolate. Mr. Robert will be visiting for storytime, and the
children will be visiting the library, which will include more
Christmas stories. Shhh...the children will be making special
Christmas gifts for their parents.
The Day School staff have worked hard to make the
Day School fun and inviting for the children. Rooms and toys
have been spruced up! If you have a chance on Sunday
mornings, walk through the Day School. You’ll see bright,
cheery rooms with walls covered with lots of children’s work!
Thanks to each of you for supporting the First Presbyterian
Day School.

Longest Night:

“A Service of Advent Reflection”
The holidays are upon us. By the time you read
this, you will probably be recovered from the
Thanksgiving stuffing and already have the Christmas
tree up. If not, it will not be far behind for most of us. In
most years, it is a time for gathering with friends, singing
songs, and enjoying your favorite holiday foods. It is the
season of celebration!
However, for some, being surrounded by
celebration simply intensifies the difficulties of the year.
Perhaps a loved one died, and this is the first holiday
without them. Or perhaps there was an unexpected
diagnosis that has left the future uncertain. Or it may be
difficult because of the complications of the pandemic.
Or simply the daily news. If you can relate to any of
these feelings, I want to invite you to attend the “Longest
Night: A Service of Advent
Reflection” on Sunday,
December 12 at 5:30 in
Lewis Hall.
Of course, everyone
is welcome to come. The
service is a part of our
overall theme for Advent
and Christmas, “Close to
Home.” It will be a service of
prayers,
music,
and
reflection. Participants will
be invited to a time of prayer
for their needs and the
needs of the world. You will also have the opportunity to
light a candle for those individuals and concerns who are
on your heart in this season of the year.
The authors of the service we will follow describe
the service this way: “For those who have experienced
loss, the holidays can be a particularly painful time,
stirring up grief in acute ways. As a result, churches
around the world have adopted the practice of having a
“Blue Christmas” or a “Longest Night” service during the
Advent season. In the Northern hemisphere, this service
is often observed on or around the Winter Solstice, which
is the longest night of the year.
“A Longest Night service is designed to provide
space for prayer, reflection, and remembrance amidst
the holiday hustle and bustle. In this pandemic season
of life, grief and loss will be magnified and nearly
universal. We hope that this service of worship can be a
gift to individuals and communities, providing a space of
calm, quiet, and healing” (adapted from “The Longest
Night,” a Liturgy by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art
LLC | sanctifiedart.org).”
I hope you will consider joining us on December
12. The timing should allow parents of our “First Kids” to
drop off at 5:00 pm and pick up at 6:30. Let us wait in
hope together for the Christ that is Coming!
--Rev. Randy Kirby

Hanging the Greens..Join Us!
Advent and Christmas are
coming, and it’s time to get ready! The
Fellowship Committee needs a lot of
help on Saturday, November 27, at
9:00. We will decorate the church
campus.
Also, mark your calendars to
help un-decorate on Saturday, January
8, at 9:00. Many hands make the work
go faster and make it more enjoyable!
If you have questions, contact Cindy
Graham.

Christmas Dinner and Extravaganza
Join us on Sunday, December 19, at 5:00, in Lewis
Hall for our annual celebration. The Fellowship Committee
will provide the meat, fried chicken and baked ham. In
addition, we ask that you bring the side items and desserts
according to your last name: A-P: Side Dishes; Q-Z:
Desserts.
To plan appropriately, we ask that you sign up to
attend. Call the church office or the sign-up sheets during
worship on November 28, December 5, and 12.
Remember to wear your Ugly Christmas sweaters
and be prepared to play some holiday games!

Christmas Eve Children’s Pageant
Join us on December 24, at 4:00, in Lewis Hall for
our Christmas Eve Family Worship Service. All children are
invited to participate in the story of Jesus’ birth. No
rehearsal is needed. The children will need to be here at
3:30 in the New Horizon Sunday School class. You can
pick out your costume! Then during worship, the children
will walk up and be a part in the telling of our saviour’s birth.

It is BACK
One of our favorite FPC Advent Traditions!
Calling all FPC members and friends who love
homemade breakfast food and sweets. Our Faith
Formation Committee (aka Christian Education) and all the
adult Sunday School classes will be hosting Advent
Gatherings this season. Stop in for some fellowship and
food...and a great cup of coffee!

Advent
Gatherings
November 28-December 19, 9:15-10:00
Hosted by Faith Formation and Adult Sunday
School Classes in Fellowship Hall
Faith Formation is also hosting Advent Wreath
Making on Sunday, November 28. There will NOT be
Elementary Sunday School that day so families can
participate together.

Wreaths & Poinsettias
Please consider sponsoring our
Wreaths and Poinsettias that are decorating
our church campus this season. Wreaths:
$25; Poinsettias: $10. You can sign up in the
church office or from our church website,
www.salisburyfirstpres.org. All dedications
and monies are due by December 7.

Christmas

Youth Ministry…

Making Memories
This fall, we began somewhat of a “youth ministry
experiment.” First Presbyterian’s youth leader team
wondered, together, how might our youth ministry try some
different ways of being together this fall? What have we
done? We’ve had BBQ with youth families in the courtyard,
we’ve played in the park, we’ve had small groups meeting
all over town, we’ve engaged in mission, and we’ve done a
graveyard scavenger hunt in Fulton heights. Oh, and lest I
forget, we’ve played hide n seek in the sanctuary—one
can’t forget that.
In the midst of the changing seasons, we’ve
encountered some changes in youth ministry, too. I’ve been
so pleased to see new faces, new families, and sustained
interest in gathering together as a community of faith. But,
of course, it’s not the fun, not the community, not even the
hide n seek that is ultimately the reason our First Pres youth
gather. The reason is as simple and profound as one
word—grace. Grace is the first word God speaks into our
lives. Grace means mercy overcomes wrath, and
forgiveness overcomes sin.
Often I wonder what our youth will remember of
First Pres youth group when they’re my age. Will they
remember the conversations we’ve had, will they remember
the gathering, will they carry some small hopeful memory
of church life with them? As I reflect on this, it occurs to me
that we remember what we continually do. The best way to
remember a vocabulary word is to make flashcards so that
the memory flashes into our
brains when we need it.
Because of this, I have
started beginning every youth
gathering with a youth
ministry mantra of sorts. It
goes something like this:
“You are here because God
loves you, is for you, and is
with you, and God’s grace is for you because no matter how
much you have going on, that will remain true.” I hope this
is a memory they carry with them always.
Perhaps what I’ve come to love most about being
a Youth director/Co-Pastor at First Pres is my time with
young people outside of our Youth group context.
Gathering for that time together is important and
meaningful, but it’s at Koco Java and Go Burrito where I
really hear about what’s going on in their lives. And what
exactly is going on in their lives? How can you pray for our
youth? First, pray for our young people in the throes of
bodily injury. Several of our youth are currently anticipating
long roads of physical recovery from injuries and illness—
pray that God is near to them, pray for their healing in body,
mind, soul, and spirit.
Secondly, you can pray that our young people find
genuine community and belonging at First Pres. There are,
more than ever, countless things battling for our young
people’s time and attention. Even so, it is no small miracle
that young people keep showing up to youth group on
Sundays. Pray that this continues. Pray that God will
continue to help us meet these young people where they
are.
--Rev. Josh

Musical Notes and News
WE NEED YOU!!!
Instrumentalists, vocalists, we need you to finally
take the leap and join our gifted musical worship teams.
What a blessing all our volunteers have been throughout
the pandemic. But like
everything
else,
the
number of participants
has diminished as we
have
returned
to
something
resembling
normal. So if you have
ever
considered
participating in the Praise
Team, Sanctuary Choir,
or Bell Tower Ringers,
take the leap and join!
MUSICAL SCHOLARS
I’m certain that
everyone has noticed
that the college students
have not returned this
year. Again, primarily due to the pandemic, enrollment in
the Catawba College fine arts programs has significantly
diminished. There simply aren’t enough students to support
the program at First Presbyterian. We have not decided to
never have them return, but it may include students from
other schools.
This year, both Pfeiffer University and Livingstone
College did not have students to offer to our program as
well as Catawba College. While we at First Presbyterian do
want the musical scholar program to continue, it will be
dependent upon the fine arts programs at these schools to
return to a stronger position before that can happen. Let’s
all pray that it does very soon.
CHRISTMAS MUSIC
Finally, the Advent/Christmas season is quickly
approaching, and our music programs are already
preparing. This year, there is no need for the annual
Lessons and Carols to happen before they leave for home
without the college students’ participation. Therefore,
December 19 will be a very exciting day at First
Presbyterian as the Lessons and Carols will occur at both
services in the morning, and the church-wide Christmas
Party will happen that night.
Finally, there will be extra music at both Christmas
Eve services: 4:00: Praise Team, Children’s walk-in
participation during the telling of Jesus’ birth, and candles;
and 7:00: Traditional service, Bell Tower Ringers,
Sanctuary Choir, communion, and candles. Plan to arrive
early to listen to the sounds of Christmas as we prepare for
the arrival of the Christ Child.
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! (Psalm
150:6a)
--– John Stafford

Blessing Bunch
Blessing Bunch will meet at the church on November 30,
at 10:00, to address Christmas cards to our military.
Please send in your family members, names and
addresses, who are currently serving in the military to the
church office. We need them by November 29!

Our Church Is Growing!
Welcome Our New Members
Jared and Meredith Rowland and their children, Teague
and Dempsey
Jared and Meredith were married in 2006. They
moved in 2010 from Roanoke, Virginia, to Salisbury, in
order to be closer to family. They are both clinical
psychologists and work at the VA in Salisbury. Jared
conducts research to understand the chronic effects of
deployment and combat on the health and mental health of
service members and veterans. Meredith oversees a longterm rehabilitation program to reintegrate individuals
following chronic substance abuse. They enjoy staying
active and have recently started playing tennis. They also
enjoy playing card games, and Meredith is an excellent
knitter and quilter.
They have two children, Teague (9) and Dempsey
(8), who attend Salisbury Academy in the 3rd and 4th grades.
Teague and Dempsey love playing with their friends and
having movie nights. They have amazing imaginations and
frequently invent games to play with their friends. Teague
plays violin as a member of the Salisbury Youth Symphony
and is learning to play the piano.
Dempsey also plays violin and is
excited about beginning voice lessons.
The Rowlands are familyoriented and are most excited about the
children’s programs at First Pres and
the integration of children into worship
services. They are already involved in
children’s ministry as part of 1st Kids
and helping to teach Sunday School.
Meredith is also a member of the Praise
Team. They look forward to meeting
other church members and becoming
part of the church family.
Russ and Megan Adams and
daughter Della
Russ and Megan moved to
Salisbury in April of 2020 from Charlotte to be closer to
family and have loved the welcome they have received from
their neighbors, friends, and the community. Russ is the
son of church members Frank and Cathy Adams. In June
of last year, they welcomed a daughter, Della Catherine,
into their family and are excited to watch her grow into the
community here at First Pres.
Cristi Musser
Cristi is the mother of our own, Rev. Lara Musser
Gritter. She moved here in 2020 to be closer to Lara and
Josh and now baby Joanna. Cristi moved here from
Colorado. She loves to read and get to know new people.
Liz Williamson
Liz will soon be Liz Messinger as she and John
Messinger marry in December here at First Pres. She was
born in Florence, SC. When she was three, she moved to
Harrisburg when her mother’s job was transferred.
Harrisburg and the surrounding town are all that she has
known and is proud to call North Carolina home.
She has a social work degree from UNCC and is a
private nanny, and loves teaching children. Her family and

friends have helped mold her into the faithful, loving, and
trustworthy Christian she is today, and she says she is
blessed for each of them. She loves Georgia football, and
her favorite season is fall. She looks forward to growing in
the church with her amazing fiance and his family and all
their friends.
Ron and Katie Church and their children, Anastasia,
Abraham, and Ada Grace
Ron and Katie moved to Salisbury in 2018, and
both work in Charlotte. Ron works at Lowe’s Home
Improvement, and Katie works at nonprofit Roof Above,
serving the homeless population. Ron has two teenage
children who will visit some weekends, Anastasia and
Abraham. Ron and Katie have a 14-month-old daughter,
Ada Grace, who loves books, blueberries, and squirming
during church.
Ron and Katie love to travel, cook, and listen to
music. Ron bowls in a league, and Katie plays fantasy
football. Ada Grace is fortunate to spend her weekdays at
Grandma’s (Kathy Ridenhour).
Katherine Ridenhour
Kathy comes to us by letter of transfer from a
Lutheran Church in Catawba County. She grew up near
Trenton, New Jersey, came to North Carolina to attend
Pfeiffer College and is a retired
elementary school teacher.
Currently, Kathy is blessed to
be
the
babysitter
for
her
granddaughter, Ada Grace Church,
while daughter Katie and son-in-law,
Ron, are at work.
Cory, Katie, Stuart, Merritt, and
Willaim Menees
Cory grew up in Raleigh and
Katie in Salisbury. They met after both
attended UNC-Chapel Hill. After they
married, they lived in Atlanta and
Charlotte and then moved here. They
have three children, Stuart (10), Merritt
(6), and Knox (5), who keep them busy.
Their family loves outdoor adventures,
sports, and America’s Funniest Home
Videos. Their family also includes two dogs, Rosie and
Violet. Violet is a ‘potcake’ which refers to someone born
on the island of Providenciales in Turks and Caicos. They
also have a beloved cat, Schroeder.
They say they have been welcomed with open
arms here at First Pres. They are excited to get involved in
church life!
Russ and Liz Snyder
Russ and Liz have lived in Salisbury for 15 years.
Liz’s dad, Rev. Crook, was the pastor at First UCC in
Salisbury in the mid-1990s. They live in the historic district
and have felt very welcomed by FPC members.
Mark and Ellie Grover
Mark was raised in Iowa and Ellie in Michigan.
They moved here to Salisbury and love doing DIY projects.
They are big hockey fans and enjoy reading, cooking,
walking, gardening, and visiting up north. They have a
married daughter who lives in Pittsburgh and a
granddaughter, Larken, who is 8.

Suggested Nominations for
Church Officers
Do you know someone who loves First Presbyterian
and could be a faithful leader in our church?
THE
CONGREGATIONAL
NOMINATING
COMMITTEE wants your suggestions as they begin
discerning nominations for the offices of Ruling Elder
and Deacon to present to the congregation. If you have
a suggested name, please present the name in writing
to one of the following committee members: Frank
Adams III, Brandon Aron, Renee Bradshaw, Ames Flynn,
Charlotte Hall, Doug Loeblein, Susan Mesimer, and
David Swaim. You may also place this form in the
offering plates or return to the office, or email
cmowery@salisburyfirstpres.org.
Ruling Elders: The Ruling Elders are ordained officers
of the church. We have a total of 18 elders in service
and elect six each year. Each elder is asked to serve for
3 years. The main charge to elders is to strengthen and
nurture the faith and life of the congregation.
Nominees: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Deacons: Deacons are ordained officers of the church
and serve on the board of deacons. We elect five each
year. They are asked to serve for 3 years. The office is
one of sympathy, witness, and service after the
example of Jesus Christ.
Nominees: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Nominating Committee: This committee is comprised
of 9 members at large. Their main charge is to listen to
the voice of God and discern who to nominate for the
offices of Ruling Elder and Deacon.
Nominees: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Minimum Criteria Guidelines to Be Nominated:
 A member of the church for at least
two years
 Active in the life of the church

Presbyterian Women News
Our Presbyterian Women’s group has survived the
pandemic and is planning a productive 2021-2022 year. We
have our gatherings on the first Monday of every month in
the Fellowship Hall at 11:00. After a brief meeting, our Bible
study begins. This year the book is What My Grandmother
Taught Me – Learning from Women in Matthew’s
Geneology of Jesus by Merryl Blair. Our own Dr. Randy
Kirby presents these lessons. You are welcome to attend
and hear these inspiring and worthwhile lessons.
If you knit, the Prayer Shawl Ministry continues.
This group meets on the second Monday of every month at
10:30 at the church.
PW supports several agencies, including service
projects for Rowan Helping
Ministries and TWAM (Teen With A
Mission). Your donations of goods
are always welcome.
Presbyterian Women look
forward to the time we can plan
another Women’s Tea, which was
so successful before the pandemic.
Another valued experience was our
Women’s Retreat. We are looking
ahead for dates that will work. PW is
an extremely busy and worthwhile organization in our
church. If you are interested, you are invited to join us.
Contact the church office for more information.
■
Presbyterian Women want to thank everyone for
such a successful food drive to help complete Thanksgiving
meals for those in need here in Rowan County. PW teamed
up with Rowan Helping Ministries to help those who
qualified. RHM gave out turkeys through PW; our church
donated the side items.
Thank you, everyone!
■
Presbyterian Women wish to help RHM with
another project during December. We need your help once
again. There is a need for new pillows, standard sizes, and
pillowcases, and a minimum of 20 is needed at this time.
Pillows and pillowcases are not reused, so there is an
ongoing need to replenish them. Reasonably priced pillows
are available at a variety of stores and are certainly
appreciated. These will need to be brought to the
receptionists’ office and will be delivered as soon as
received, as pillows will take up considerable space.

Newsletter Deadlines for 2022
Edition
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January 2023

Deadline
December 15, 2021
January 19
February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
June 15
July 20
August 17
September 21
October 19
November 14 (Monday)
December 19 (Monday)

Lewis Preaching Series - Save the date! - January 30, 2022
The Rev. Shannon Johnson Kershner will join us for worship and dinner on Sunday, January 30.
After growing up living in the manse of First Presbyterian Church of Waco, Texas, Shannon graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Trinity University in San Antonio. In addition, she received a Master of
Divinity from Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, where she was awarded the Columbia
Leadership Award for demonstrating the greatest potential for future leadership within the Presbyterian
Church (USA). Her sermons have been published in the Journal for Preachers and Lectionary Homiletics,
and she has been a preacher and worship leader at various worship and preaching conferences. Shannon
is married to Greg Kershner, a financial advisor who, like Shannon, has a Masters of Divinity degree from
Columbia Seminary. They have two children, Hannah and Ryan. Shannon is currently the pastor at Fourth
Presbyterian Church in Chicago, Illinois.

Looking back and ahead with the Race Task Force
The 80-plus people who attended the “A Ministry of Reconciliation: Remembering our History” event on November 14
learned not only about the history of First Presbyterian Church, viewed through the lens of race, but also about how this issue
affects our lives today. The Race Task Force is thankful to the presenters for the evening: Mike Drinkard, Stephen Bullock,
Dyke Messinger, and our pastors.
Pastor Lara set the stage by helping us focus on the Biblical call to reconciliation and remembering. She said that the
Israelites were urged to remember painful parts of the past to make them more generous and loving in the present.
“Remembering prevents hard-heartedness in the people of Israel,” she said. “Remembering enables open-heartedness in us
today.”
Mike gave an informative and fact-based review of First Presbyterian’s 200 years. For example, did you know that
some of our earliest church members were enslaved people? Or what is now Trinity Presbyterian Church was started by Black
people who had been part of our congregation? Or that in 1944, the Session voted to set aside an alcove for “colored” people
who attended our services?
Stephen and Dyke addressed doubts and questions often arising when the sensitive subject of race is broached. They
put the issue into a personal perspective in a candid and heartfelt way. The church’s 200 th anniversary has proved to be an
ideal time to look back on our multifaceted past, so we’ll have a greater understanding as we move ahead in the 21 st century.
We can thank Jenn Selby, the founding chair of the Race Task Force, for getting this project started and assisting with
the media tools for the event. A video of the presentation is being made available on the church website so we can all share
the presentation. A few printed copies of the draft are available in the church library.
You’re invited to the next meeting of the entire Race Task Force on Tuesday, November. 30, at 5:00, in Fellowship
Hall. Carl Repsher and PJ Ricks will tell us about “Conversations in Faith,” their project to bring together people from First
Presbyterian and Crown in Glory Lutheran Church. We’ll also discuss the task force’s future and upcoming events.
The Race Task Force of First Presbyterian Church invites you to engage in
conversations about the sin of racism. During this three-week journey, we intend to learn
what we don’t know, unlearn what we do, while making God’s word the basis for our
truth. Together as sisters and brothers in Christ, we will deepen our understanding of racism
to seek the restoration of all human beings to each other, the church, and God.
Why does the Christian church need to explore issues of race and racism?
 Jesus calls us to love God and love our neighbor.
 Jesus calls us to work for justice for all
 Racial disparity and inequity are real issues in our community and the world.
Join us as we explore these issues using the PBS series Race: The Power of an
Illusion. This will be a three-week series watching excerpts from each episode and engaging
in conversations about each topic. Michelle Strong and Krista Hill will lead the discussion.
January 12: Episode 1: “The Difference Between Us” examines the contemporary science, including genetics, that
challenges our common sense assumptions that human beings can be bundled into three or four fundamentally different
groups according to their physical traits.
January 19: Episode 2: “The Story We Tell” uncovers the roots of the race concept in North America, the 19 th-century
science that legitimized it, and how it came to be held so fiercely in the western imagination. The episode is an eye-opening
tale of how race served to rationalize, even justify, American social inequalities as “natural.”
January 26: Episode 3: “The House We Live In” asks if race is not biology, what is it? This episode uncovers how race
resides not in nature but in politics, economics, and culture. It reveals how our social institutions “make” race by
disproportionately channeling white people’s resources, power, status, and wealth.
Each evening will begin with a light supper at 5:15 PM followed by the program from 6:00 - 7:30. Please make
reservations for dinner using the link below:
— Debbie Collins and Beffie Cook, Race Task Force co-chairs
PS: A draft of the history document Mike has been working on can be found online. It highlights the history of First
Presbyterian and the PC(USA), focusing on race relations. You can find it at Race Relations | First Presbyterian.
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“Deeply Rooted—Branching Out”
This year our theme for Commitment has been the same as our 200th Celebration, “Deeply Rooted—
Branching Out.” We have experienced a wonderful celebration of what God has done through our church
in the last 200 years and commit ourselves to branching out into God’s future. Our giving is always in
response to God’s giving to us.
We are excited about your commitment. As this goes to print, we are ahead of pledging from last
year. It is with deep gratitude and appreciation that we thank all those who have turned in their commitment
cards. However, we as a congregation still have a financial challenge. We still need over $250,000 in
pledges to meet our budget for next year (you can find up-to-date figures in the bulletin). The Session
cannot complete the budget process without hearing from you.
First Presbyterian Church has always exemplified generosity in giving of our time, talent, and money.
We are confident that will continue to be the case. If you have not made your pledge for 2022, you may do
so by mailing your commitment card to the church office, by going to www.salisburyfirstpres.org and clicking
on ‘Pledge Now,’ by contacting Christina Lewis directly at (704) 636-1321 or simply by emailing her at
clewis@salisburyfirstpres.org. Your pledge is always confidential.
Tom Overcash, Commitment Committee Moderator
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New Worship Schedule

■
8:30 am Life Center Worship
Lewis Hall
■
9:45 am Sunday School
■
11 am Sanctuary Worship

