The Season For Restoration and Joyful Dance
In Jeremiah 31, the prophet has a dream where God recognizes all that the people
of Israel have suffered during the time of exile and promises a forthcoming season of
restoration, abundance, and even joyful dancing. The Lord says, “I will build you up
again...Again, you will take up your tambourines and go forth in the dance of merrymakers.”
After the trauma and loss of the acute phase of the pandemic, the season for restoration
and joyful dance is coming this fall. There are so many reasons to get excited as we enter
the fall; let me mention a few:

Deeply Rooted & Branching Out: Celebrating 200 Years!

INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER
200th Anniversary Celebration
*New* Faith Formation
Youth Ministry – Pastor Josh
Tomato Day Is Back!
Pastor Randy on Luke

September 8 marks 200 years of God’s faithful ministry in and through First
Aug & Sept Calendars
Presbyterian Church. Anniversaries are a mountaintop moment for a church. They prompt
us to reflect on the past and dream about the future. Our celebrations will include a special
unified service on October 17, followed by a luncheon party in the Bell Tower Green Park, 200 acts of kindness serving our
community, a special 200 years of Music Concert by John Stafford, and more! Read more about our 200th-year celebration
on page 3.

Flight Crew Lands the Plane: Introducing 4 Missional Priorities
In the fall of 2019, the Session voted to create a task force that would discern what direction God is calling us to
travel in this next phase of the church’s life. This group spent time looking at First Presbyterian’s history and future from the
vantage point of an airplane, hence the title, Flight Crew. First, the Flight Crew studied our church’s rich history, core values,
and greatest strengths throughout the pandemic. Next, they spent time dreaming big, scouring the pages of scripture for
guidance, and praying for God’s direction. Finally, with an abundant sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence, the Flight Crew
was ready to land the plane! At the May Officer’s Retreat, they presented 4 Missional Priorities that will focus our ministry
in the years to come. Session unanimously adopted these priorities to guide our congregational life together. The Flight
Crew will be presenting these priorities to the congregation during the Sunday School hour at 9:45 am, on August 22, in
Lewis Hall. Their presentation will kick off an 8-week Sermon Series, diving more deeply into each priority!

Faith Formation Experiment
After much reflection and discernment, the Session has changed the name of the Christian Education committee
to Faith Formation. They are trying out an incredible new model of ministry designed to nourish the faith of folks in every
age and stage. This model gives people a compelling reason to come to church where they will encounter meaningful
connection, support over scolding, and impactful resources for growing faith. This model innovatively builds on the lessons
learned through the pandemic and the new Missional Priorities. We are on the cutting edge of discipleship development in
our denomination! Learn more in Elizabeth’s article on page 6.

Other Reasons to Celebrate:

■ We’re back in person! As summer winds down, fall is the perfect time to get back into the rhythm of weekly church.
■ We are welcoming many new worshipers to our congregation who found us just before or during the pandemic.
A New Members Class during the Sunday School hour will be on September 12, 19, and 26!
■ This summer, we celebrated 20 years of Dr. Randy Kirby’s ministry here at First Pres! Thank you, God, for his
service to your kingdom!
■ A New Rhythm of Sunday Night Youth ministry! Read more in Pastor Josh’s article on page 8.
I hope you’re as excited as I am for the coming season at First Presbyterian Church! God is building us up again.
So get out your tambourines; it’s time to celebrate!
--Pastor Lara Musser Gritter

Congratulations To:

● Raquel Dufour DeSantis on the marriage of her
son, Joseph Dufour, to Kelly Elizabeth Abney, on
June 20.

Our Deepest Sympathy To:

ꬷ Kathy Sanborn and family on the death of her
niece, Kelli Goebel.
ꬷ Lawana Ford and family, on the death of her
husband, Larry Ford, on June 19
ꬷ Glenna Todd and family, on the death of her
husband, John Todd, on June 28
ꬷMelanie Sink and family on the death of her
husband, Jim Sink

A Note Of Appreciation
Many thanks to my Church Family for the cards,
flowers, and food we were showered with. My hip
replacement has gone remarkably well, and I’ll soon be
back at full speed. I am grateful for your prayers and
support!
--Doug Glasgow

News From Meals On Wheels
Good News! Meals on Wheels has been
able to resume full-time with service five days a
week. We are delighted to report that we have a
full rotation of volunteers from First Presbyterian
Church who are assisting with meal delivery.
Substitute volunteers are often needed,
and if you are interested in serving in this way,
please call Mary Greene (704-633-4164).

Tomato Day is BACK!
Mark your calendars now for Sunday, August 15
at 12 noon! We will gather in Lewis Hall and enjoy
a BLT (thanks to David Correll!), chips, and
desserts. Cheese and jelly will also be available.
A free-will offering for lunch will go to support
TWAM Missions.

New Members Classes
Join us at 9:45 am on Sundays, September 12, 19,
and 26 for New Member Classes. These classes will be an
opportunity to learn more about First
Presbyterian Church’s history, theology,
and life practices together. Call the
church office at 704-636-1321 and let
Christine know you are interested in
participating.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
June 30, 2021
OPERATING
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Cash Flow
Budgeted Income
Actual Income
Under
Budgeted Expenses
Actual Expenses
Under
DAY SCHOOL
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
YTD Loss

513,904.03
511,370.53
24,230.54

Newsletter Deadlines - 2021

580,727.50

October/November Edition
Due Wednesday, September 15
●
December Edition
Due Monday, November 15
●
January/February Edition
Due Wednesday, December 15

511,370.53
‐69,356.97
31,510.93
21,773.00
9,737.93

Most of the year, newsletters will be bi-monthly
(contain two months of information). We will
adjust the schedule to cover a single month (for
example, December and Easter) as needed.

530,812.00
513,904.03
‐16,907.97
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 200th Anniversary
“Deeply Rooted – Branching Out”
And that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. Ephesians 3:17b (NRSV)

First Presbyterian Church is celebrating our 200th Anniversary! With 13 members strong, First Presbyterian was
organized in August of 1821. Our celebration will begin September 12 and continue through January 2022 with a
Rededication of First Presbyterian. Our theme is “Deeply Rooted – Branching Out,” which speaks to our past, present, and
future. We are so excited for the festivities to begin and have you join us. Please mark your calendar for these upcoming
events:
AUGUST
First Presbyterian Church will be featured in The Salisbury Post. Date TBD
● August 15 – 12:00 noon – TOMATO DAY! Join us in Lewis Hall for BLTs, chips,
desserts, and drinks. Cheese and jelly sandwiches will also be available.
SEPTEMBER
● Start gathering backpacks for the students at Overton Elementary School. Purchase
a backpack (we need various sizes and colors). Place $10 in the front pocket and you
are done. NO SUPPLIES TO PURCHASE. This is such an easy and meaningful project –
let’s help the children get off to a great start for their school year. ● Bring those
BACKPACKS TO CHURCH SEPTEMBER 12. These backpacks will be dedicated during
the unified service that day.
● Sunday, September 12 – 200th Kickoff – this will be one unified
service at 11:00 in the Sanctuary.
● Mid‐September through October ‐ Tours will be given of the Manse, the Session House, the Bell Tower,
and the History Room at First Presbyterian. Dates and times of the tours TBD
● Sunday, September 26 ‐ 4:00 pm – John Stafford will present “200 Years of Music.” This concertwill be
in Lewis Hall. There will be refreshments before the concert.
Maxwell Chambers
OCTOBER
● First Presbyterian Church will be featured in Salisbury the Magazine.
● Tours of the Manse, Session House, Bell Tower, and History Room. Times and Dates TBD.
● Sunday, October 17 – Unified Service in the Sanctuary at 11:00. This service will include former ministers and their
families, special guests, and an anthem John Stafford has written for our 200th Anniversary. Our church family will process
for lunch to the Bell Tower Green Park with a local bagpiper leading our way. This is very symbolic as this is the property
where our church was started 200 years ago, and we want to celebrate together there with a catered lunch. Reservations
will be needed and announced closer to that date.
NOVEMBER
● Saturday, November 6 – “Day of Service” at Rowan Helping Ministries.
We will be serving lunch and dinner, packing food boxes, and doing laundry. More details will be coming soon with a
timeline and the number of people we need helping.
● Sunday, November 14 at 5:30 in Lewis Hall
The Race Task Force hosts 200 Years of Church History through an Equity Lens
DECEMBER
● Advent Season
● A Commemorative 200th Christmas Ornament will be available for purchase.
JANUARY
● Sunday, January 9 – Rededication Unified service at 11:00 in the Sanctuary. We will also bury a Time Capsule.
Throughout September, October, November, and December, there will be many opportunities to be present and
participate at church and in our community showing Acts of Kindness. More detail to follow. We will continually update
as other events are planned. Please reference your monthly newsletter, Sunday bulletin, emails, and Facebook page. If
you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
The staff and committee working on this anniversary have been beyond dedicated to making this memorable for
our members. Thank you for your tireless work.
Blessings, Tracy Smith, 704‐202‐1064
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Sharing the Good News
A few years back, I heard the phrase “frozen
chosen” for the first time. The phrase is a funny way
of describing how Presbyterians such as ourselves
tend to take a “passive” approach to worship. I grew
up with parents who raised their hands up to God
while singing a variety of hymns and contemporary
worship songs. Some have even commented that I’ve
begun to “sway” in the months since having Joanna.
There are many ways to worship, frozen or
otherwise. What has caught my attention, however, is
the tendency of today’s mainline Christians to be
frozen about evangelism. Evangelism may be one of
those 10-dollar words that is in need of being replaced
by a one-dollar one. For some, the word conjures up
images that are either hurtful or unhelpful. We imagine
a street preacher with a bullhorn on the side of the
road holding a sign that says something like, “Believe
the good news, OR ELSE!” For others, the word is
quickly associated with its cognate word “evangelical,”
a term that is as varied in definition as there are people
to define it. For us Presbyterians, evangelical often
connotes a movement within Christianity that is
associated with mega-churches and church buildings
in shopping malls. In some ways, the association is
correct, and in others, it isn’t.
The root of the word evangelism is euangellion
(Pronounced “ew-un-gell-eon”). It means “good
news.” The prophet Isaiah speaks of the “good news”
that is brought by those coming with God’s peace; the
angels tell the “good news” of Christ’s birth to the
shepherds on that first Christmas, Jesus declares his
Spirit-inspired mission
to
be
one
of
“preaching
good
news” when he shares
his first sermon in
Luke’s gospel. Quite
simply, evangelism is
sharing the good news
that God in Jesus
Christ is with us, for
us, and has lived,
died, and
resurrected to bring us into new life with God.
What does evangelism look like today, and
why does it feel so awkward to talk about? Well, for
starters, it should be noted that over the past decades,
we have become a more individualistic culture. If in
the ’40s and ’50s, meaning and truth were given to us
through communities and institutions, today, the image
of the one bearing truth is the selfie. If you’ve ever
heard the now-common phrase, “you find your own
truth,” then you have a sense of what I mean. If the
individual is the locus of truth and meaning in society,

it follows that we are more sensitive to “truth from the
outside.” This is in part why millennials and zoomers
(the generation after millennials) seem to have a
distaste for large institutions. More and more, as a
society, we don’t want to receive truth from something
other than ourselves.
More than ever, sharing one’s truth with
another feels like an imposition (though we’re keen to
do this with political bumper stickers). We tend to think
that we have our own beliefs and that others should
be able to have theirs. Fair enough. But as our culture
becomes less and less institutionally religious, how do
we expect to see new people in the pew if we aren’t
willing to share the good news? It is no longer enough
to hope that people will eventually leave other
downtown churches and join ours, nor is it enough to
assume that “if we just have the right worship,
programs, and pastors, people will come.” A church
can excel in all these areas and experience no growth
at all. Why? Well, for the reasons stated above, and
because it occurs to people less and less that church
should be a meaningful part of their life.
I heard a story recently about Blockbuster, the
former VHS and DVD vendor. At some point in the mid2000s, a competitor, Netflix, came onto the scene.
Their idea was that people didn’t need to go to a store
to purchase their movies, so they set up booths in
grocery store parking lots and near 7/11’s. But Netflix
quickly morphed into an internet-based streaming
company. At one point, the leaders of Blockbuster
were given the opportunity to buy stock in Netflix and
to switch their movie-delivery format over to the
streaming world. They refused. They had been doing
things the same way for a long time, and it had
worked. People bought movies. It is now widely known
that there is one Blockbuster left, located in Bend,
Oregon.
For quite some time, the mainline church has
been able to function using blockbuster assumptions.
If we provide chances to worship and meet other
Christians, surely people will come to visit our
establishment—they always have. The hard truth is
that while the beautiful message of the good news has
not changed, the assumptions of our culture have.
Enter evangelism.
It was the sharing of the good news that led a small
group of Galilean Jesus-following Jews to transform
the largely pagan Greco Roman Empire. The
assumptions of the Greco-Roman world were as far
from a Christian worldview as one could imagine.
Even so, Jesus’ parting words to his disciples were,
“Go, Make Disciples” and “You will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the end of the
(continued on next page)
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Sharing the Good News (continued)
earth.” Notice Jesus didn’t say, “go and make sure
people enter the church building,” nor did he say “go
and make yourselves the best church around.” He
said go and make disciples, and go and bear witness.
The way the book of Hebrews puts it is, “always be
prepared to give a reason for the hope that you have.”
There are many models of evangelism that a
church can practice. You may be surprised to know
you don’t need a bullhorn or a sign to wave on a street
corner to share the good news. Evangelism can be
personal—inviting a trusted friend or family member
to an unintimidating church gathering. Evangelism
can
be
small
group-oriented—inviting
an
acquaintance to a bible study, Sunday School class,
or homegroup. Evangelism can be communityoriented—inviting members of our neighborhood to a
block party or a vespers service. Evangelism can be
justice-oriented—bearing witness to God’s love for the
least, last, lonely, and lost as we serve at RHM, study
race with the race task force, or build a home for a
family through habitat for humanity. Evangelism can
happen outside the church building—offering
conversations of faith and culture at local businesses
downtown.
The most important thing to
remember about sharing the good
news is that it’s ultimately God’s
business to deal with the heart and
soul of another. We don’t really
“convert people.” We are instead
“beggars showing other beggars where to find bread.”
One practical way to launch into the work of
evangelism is to quite simply pray to the Holy Spirit for
courage to share our hope with others. Ultimately, the
Holy Spirit is the first evangelist, the one who shares
the good news of Jesus, and the one who gives the
gift of faith to others. Imagine where you would be if
someone hadn’t shared God’s love with you!
The truth is, if I were to assess where my
evangelism meter is (1 being cold, and 10 being on
fire), I’d probably be a 3 or a 4. After all, it’s hard to
thaw what has been frozen for a long time. Even so,
through prayer and some Spirit-given courage, I hope
to increase that number, not because I want our
church to be “bigger,” but because God has rescued
me, and there’s room at the table for others.
This is a topic our church is going to engage in
a lot in the coming weeks, months, and years.
Learning how to share the good news as a
congregation will take time, thought, prayer, and
study. Even so, I’ll leave you with a simple question,
“where might the Holy Spirit be calling you to share
the good news?” We may be frozen, but let’s see if the
Spirit of Pentecost might be able to do some holy
unthawing.
--Pastor Josh Musser Gritter

From Pastor Randy…

Luke for Everyone
“Dear Theophilus, Many people have already
written an account of the events which have happened
among us, basing their work on the evidence of those
whom we know were eye-witnesses as well as teachers of
the message. I have therefore decided, since I have traced
the course of these happenings carefully from the
beginning, to set them down for you myself in their proper
order so that you may have reliable information about the
matters in which you have already had instruction.”
Thus begins the gospel of Luke. Tom Wright
compares it to trying to find out the truth regarding UFOs
(recently in the news again). We know there are reports of
sightings. However, we do not know what they mean. In the
time of Luke, various stories were circulating about Jesus,
but there were different opinions about what they meant.
So Luke wanted to straighten things out. The gospel of
Luke is the result.
Beginning in September, the Wednesday morning
Bible study with Randy Kirby will begin a study of Luke. The
Wednesday Bible Study group is an intentionally small
group with the goal of spiritual growth. As such, it allows
time for sharing concerns and prayer as well as Bible study.
The study usually goes through one book at a time, from
beginning to end, while reading a companion book. This
Fall and Winter, we will be working our way through the
gospel of Luke while reading Luke for Everyone by Tom
Wright.
While the group has a number of regulars, it
reforms every September and January and has undergone
many changes among its participants through the years.
After a year on Zoom, we are eager to regather and include
new members. We meet on Wednesday mornings, from
9:00-10:30, in the Educational Building. We will start on
September 15 and continue to May 25, taking breaks for
holidays. Don’t hesitate to contact Randy Kirby at the
church office rkirby@salisburyfirstpres.org if you are
interested or want more information.
--Dr. Randy Kirby

New Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study
We are planning our study for 2021-2022 now!
Our book will be What My Grandmothers Taught Me:
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of
Jesus, by Merryl Blair. Dr. Randy Kirby will be our
study leader.
The study will start on
September 13, at 11:00 am.
in the Fellowship Hall. Most
months, we meet on the first
Monday of the month.
January is the other exception
when we will meet on the second Monday (January 10).
If you would like to participate, please order your
book now at www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop,
and let the church office know you will be joining us. If
you want more information, call or email the church
office.
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Faith Formation:
Moving from the Head to the Heart
On June 21, 2021, the Session voted to approve
the motion made by the Christian Education Committee to
be renamed Faith Formation. This is a transition that many
churches have already made, but that is not why we are
making it. The Presbyterian Church has a long and rich
history of Biblical and Theological Scholarship. This history
has served us well, but it has also limited us. Have you
heard the term “Frozen Chosen” applied to our
denomination? We got this name because we have a
tendency to lead with our heads and keep our emotions
locked inside.
Traditionally Christian Education has been a headcentered approach to spiritual growth, and while that model
has served us well, it is time to bless it, give thanks for it,
remember the lessons learned from it, and move to a model
that is more suited to the needs of our time.
First Presbyterian Salisbury was quickly
approaching this need pre-pandemic. More and more, the
early church is influencing how modern Christians “do
church.” Our culture is hungry for meaningful connections.
We need to see and be seen for who we are right now, in
our sinful, imperfect, beautiful, and beloved state. We need
to encounter the resurrected Jesus, to be filled by the Holy
Spirit and nurtured by our Creator. We need to feel. We
need to thaw and break free from the ice around our hearts.
The ice we have formed to protect ourselves, but as Pastor
Lara said in her sermon on July 11, discipleship is not safe.
I don’t know about you, but that scares the heck out of me.
So yes, discipleship is scary, and God will equip us through
the Spirit to handle it, to be blessed by it, and to be a
blessing to others.
So, while not diminishing the gifts of Christian
Education, First Presbyterian Salisbury is transitioning to a
Faith Formation model. A model based on the early church
that moves us away from the shelter of our church campus
into the heart of our community so that we may “go out to
be the church.” A model that encourages thought and
questions but also provides space for resting in God’s
presence where we are surrounded by the Spirit instead of
our thoughts. I don’t know about you, but I need relief from
thinking. That’s why so many of us try to numb ourselves;
we just want to stop thinking. Yet, numbing is not healing
despite how easy it is and how good it feels. The only place
we can find healing is in God’s presence.
In an effort to support the First Presbyterian Church
and Salisbury community in finding healing through God’s
presence and love, the session voted to put energy and
resources toward moving from the head to the heart. That
does not mean that we will no longer have Bible Studies or
guest lecturers, or thought-provoking sermons. It does
mean that we will provide more opportunities and teach
more practices that allow us to enter into a space where we
can encounter God.
A Faith Formation model allows space for saying, “I
don’t have the answer,” it allows space for each of us to be
the teacher because no one is an expert. Faith Formation
allows us to say, “I don’t feel God’s presence,” and to walk
with each other as we seek that presence. It allows space
for us to discover how each of us best connects with God.

It also asks us to put aside our needs for the needs
of our brothers and sisters in Christ and in the community.
Faith Formation puts an emphasis not on how many
showed up to the gathering but whether relationships were
enriched and deepened; with ourselves, with others, and
with God.
So many of us are scared, scared of all the
changes, scared of our lack of control, scared about what
we might lose or have to give up, scared of being
uncomfortable. I know I am. Then I think of those disciples
so long ago, the founders of our faith, the ones who, like us,
were facing a world they did not know. There were no
church consultants, no curriculums or programs guaranteed
to fill the pews, no formula to ensure that the church they
were starting would flourish. Instead, there was a culture
that did not understand their beliefs, there was a hunger to
be filled with the Spirit, and there was a need, so much
need, for deep connection. Sounds a lot like us, huh?
I imagine those early Christ-following Jews were
scared. I imagine they felt that their world had been rocked,
and they just wanted to go back to the way things were. Yet,
God called them into the unknown, and God equipped them
with each other and the Holy Spirit. They were not alone
heading into the bright new world that became Christianity;
they were surrounded with God’s love just as we are.
Our Presbyterian tradition teaches that we are
“Reformed and Reforming.” We are being called to embrace
that tradition as our Mothers and Fathers in faith did many
times before us. Over the next few weeks, the Faith
Formation Committee will share more information
regarding some ideas and experiments that will be explored
as we make this transition. None of us know how all of this
will unfold, but I do believe that the Spirit will guide us as
we move forward. It is with great excitement and a touch of
fear that I look forward to how God will enrich our community
and us through a Faith Formation approach to spiritual
development. May God use that growth in the healing of the
world and to God’s glory.
Peace and grace, Elizabeth Snelbaker

Let’s get together!
Families with elementary, preschool,
and infant-aged children, save the date!
You are invited for dinner, fellowship, and
conversation about our
Fall Faith Formation Experiment on

Sunday, August 1, at 5:00 pm.
Childcare will be provided after dinner.

Dinner includes spaghetti, mac & cheese, salad
(with topping options to make it a main course if
so desired), garlic bread, and an assortment of
desserts.
Donations are not required but appreciated.
Questions? Email Elizabeth Snelbaker or call
704-636-1321.
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Everyman’s Partners to Host End-Of-Year Ice Cream Party!
Everyman’s Bible Class recently partnered with the Salisbury Police Department and Overton
Elementary School to host an end-of-school-year Ice Cream party. By contributing $100, EMBC helped
purchase the delicious treats! Fran Lescoe, Student Support Specialist, Communities in SchoolOverton (Libby Fowler’s daughter), purchased the ice cream and worked the “Ice Cream Truck” with
members of the police staff. In addition, the students lined up to sit in a real Police car and turn the
siren on! Salisbury City Manager Lane Bailey commented, “ Thank you for your donation. This outreach
helps build bridges in our community. It’s nice for young people to see police officers handing them ice
cream.”
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What’s Youth Ministry All About?
What’s Youth Ministry all about? The question seems simple, right? Grab some
pizzas, some Cheerwine, some gospels, and you’re about 80% there. The truth is, we live in a
complicated world. As Pastor Lara and I have reminded you ad nauseam, Tod Bolsinger defines
this world using the acronym VUCA—volatile, uncertain, complex, and ambiguous. But what’s
that got to do with Youth Ministry?
I heard once that if you want to know where the pressure points of society are, you just
need to look at its young people. They grow up feeling the cultural change in their very bodies,
and if we watch closely enough, we will see what world we’ve made for them. A few weeks ago,
a group of youth leaders gathered for pizza and conversation at the Musser Gritter abode. Rather
than spend our time planning specific youth events and plopping them on the calendar, we
zoomed way, way out. Our first question was, “what is the current experience/culture of young
people?” We spent 45 minutes
talking
about
several
intersecting realities.
Young people have been
born and baptized into a
technological age wherein they
are constantly marketed to and
where they feel the need to be
their own self-marketers. Social
media has also made young
people feel as though there is
always an “invisible audience”
watching them. Young people
have also grown up in the wake
of 9/11, were born into the housing crisis of 2008, birthed into a polarized and politicized
America, and have worn masks to school during a global pandemic—not to mention social
upheaval caused by renewed discussions about race. The pace of our world has sped up, too,
and young people are caught in the rat race. One sociologist says that while adolescence has
been extended, the expectation of becoming an adult has shortened. In other words, young
people are less mature at their age than their parents were, but are also shoulder more
responsibility at their age than their parents did. Technology has given young people a world
that is a buffet of options. If your phone makes you more aware of more that is going on, then
there is more to be anxious about. God and church, by the way, are just options, too. Whoa, is
your head spinning yet?
Now, of course, no young person would come to you and say, “man, all of these
complicated social realities are sure producing anxiety and loneliness within me.” Cultural
change is more felt than observed. It’s like the fable of two fish swimming in a stream. One
says, “man, it sure is wet in here,” and the other says, “what are you talking about!? Whatdoes
it mean to be wet?” Most of us, youth included, are swimming in cultural streams without
realizing it. We’re wet with the world without knowing we’re swimming.
With all this going on, we adults are somewhat lost when it comes to the experience of
young people. As has been the case with every generation, we tend to generalize and
stereotype those that come after us. It frustrates me to no end when I hear adults utter
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(Continued next page)

Youth Ministry (Continued)
judgment toward the world of young people, saying things like, “They’re so lazy, they just don’t
care about socializing, I just don’t understand why they don’t want to come to church, when I
was young we knew true work ethic, what’s wrong with these young people these days!” If you
hear anything in this rambling essay, hear this: this is the world that we gave them. These young
people can’t help that they were born into this complicated time. Now you might be saying to
yourself at this moment, “Josh, when I was growing up, times were hard; I had to work for what
I have.” I hear you. And I’m sure that’s true. But it is a simple fact that to be an adolescent or
emerging adult at this particular moment in human history is, for all the reasons given above,
unbelievably complicated. If you had been born
in 2006, you would be no different than the
teenagers you see glued to their phones at
restaurants.
If this is the experience of young people, the
concomitant question becomes, what do they
need from the church? Our leaders thought of
many things. Young people need mentors who
aren’t their parents; they need to be given
permission to be unplugged, they need to be
allowed to be kids, but most of all, they need
relationships. That, ultimately, is what youth
ministry is all about—Christ in us, we in one
another, we in Christ. Relationships are what our
youth committee has decided to invest in most in the coming year. More than fun, more than
growing the youth group, more than expecting that kids come to church every Sunday, we are
investing in the lives of young people.
What will that look like? Well, we’re beginning by listening to the experience of young
people rather than judging those experiences. We’re going to meet them where they are. This
will look like small groups led by mentor teams of two. This will look like more chances to serve
in mission. This will look like spending one Sunday a month doing “house church.” Just as the
early church met in homes, we’re going to be having youth groups out in the community in the
places where kids are used to going and playing. This will look like daring to be more
evangelistic and reaching out to young people we’ve not before. This will also look like allowing
our students to lead. This fall, a student leadership team will be formed—likely of Seniors—who
will help plan some events. Ultimately, this looks like having compassion on our youth and their
families who are weathering the storm of growing up. We may not be able to stop the waves,
but we can provide a working rutter and a bigger sail.
--Pastor Josh Musser Gritter
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The Rowan Museum Summer Programs
The Rowan Museum is sponsoring a series of free events to welcome
the Bell Tower Green and to introduce our community to the UtzmanChambers House Museum here on our FPC campus. The U-C house
served as our church manse for most of the 19th Century and well
into the 20th Century.
Scheduled events include “Summer Saturdays” programs for children
and adults. In addition, “Sunset Serenades” will be held on selected
Sundays on the U-C lawn. Donations are accepted, and coolers are
allowed.

Summer Saturdays
9:00-11:00 am
August 7: “A Walk on the Not So Wild Side”
Live animals display and program presented by the Dan Nicholas Park Nature Museum
Staff
August 14: “Extending Summer”
Nutrition Planning, Food Presentation, Healthy Snacks, Herbs, and much more. Presented
by the Rowan County Agricultural Extension Service.
August 21: “Art on the Lawn”
Hands-on artworks and instruction. Presented by the Waterworks Art Gallery.
Sunset Serenades
7:00-8:00 pm
July 25: “Sweet Summer Sounds”
Performed by Mia Mason and the Dream Catchers
August 8: The Old Porch Rockers”
Performers John Stafford and Archie Tucker
August 22: “Just Cruisin’ on the U-C Porch”
Performers Jeff Martinez and Andrew Hodges
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Action, Cut, Print!
Share Your Church Activities With Us By Social Media, Photos, and More
In this day of social media, it is important for us to show that life happens here at
FPC. All kinds of life. Committees, Sunday School, Bible Studies, baptisms, fellowship,
and of course worship. There are so many different things that occur, yet we hardly see
any of it on our Facebook page.
Now is where you come in! Are you at one of these
gatherings? Are you out on the playground with the kids?
Out in the community serving on behalf of FPC? Or are
you and other FPC friends out for a play or lunch? These
are the kinds of things people want to see shared on
Facebook.
To do that, Christine in the office needs your pictures or brief videos of life
happening, plus a short one or two sentences to describe the occasion. So get those
phones out and take a photo or a short video, then email it to Christine at
cmowery@salisburyfirstpres.org or text it to her (please during business hours only) 704433-2476. She will take care of getting it out there on our Facebook page, maybe our
website too, for the world to enjoy.
Speaking of worship, take a minute on Sundays while you are enjoying one of
John’s amazing preludes and ‘check in’ on your Facebook page. You could pair it with a
selfie or snap the sun shining in the stained-glass window or the cross. Be sure to tag
FPC!
Just a reminder, we usually do not post names, so please let her know if you want
your name listed on the post. Also, per our Child Protection Policy, we will never post a
picture with a child’s or youth’s name if they are under 18 on Facebook or ourwebsite.

First Presbyterian Church
308 West Fisher Street
Salisbury, NC 28144
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New Worship Schedule
August 1st, 2021

■
8:30 am Life Center Worship Lewis
Hall
■
9:45 am Sunday School
■
11 am Sanctuary Worship
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