Time To Celebrate Our History and Heritage
Were you alive on July 4, 1976? I was but a mere glimmer in my parent’s OCTOBER -NOVEMBER 2021
eyes, but it was a special day in the life of our country, marking 200 years since
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. It was a special day in the lives INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER
of many people, filled with playful outdoor celebrations. When recalling this day
in a Minute for Mission during worship recently, Stephen Bullock remembered Sunday School Info
how on July 4, 1976, he attended a massive parade in Woodleaf followed by a
Youth Ministry News
cookout and a game of community softball. That day’s memory is so vivid that
and Events
he recalls it fondly today.
Thanks to God’s great faithfulness, First Presbyterian Church is Pastor Randy on
celebrating its 200th year this fall. There will be many special events which are
Stephen Ministers
detailed on the pages of this newsletter. Top among them will be our
Bicentennial worship service in the Sanctuary on October 17, at 11:00 am. Lewis October and November
Calendars
Hall will provide overflow and socially distanced seating. Former ministers will
assist in leading worship, and our Sanctuary Choir will debut a special piece of
music written by John Stafford specifically for this special occasion. A bagpiper Opportunities To Serve
will lead us out from the Sanctuary to the Belltower Green, where festivities will
continue in true Presbyterian style!
In the very footprint of our second Sanctuary building, catered lunches will be served (RSVPs
appreciated). Coldstone Creamery will provide a yummy dessert for all ages. Special guests and other
events celebrating our Bicentennial will be introduced. We encourage you and your family to linger after
lunch, enjoy the park, and play yard games on the green where some will be set up but feel free to bring
your own. Check out our Bicentennial Bazaar, where you can pick up or buy First Pres swag, including a
limited edition 200th Anniversary Christmas Ornament, T-Shirt, and bookmark, among other things. Most of
all, we hope you will spend time fellowshipping with those who have served and worshiped God in this
congregation for years.
When a church reaches a milestone like 200 years, it is a perfect time to look back and look forward.
What is abundantly clear is that the living Triune God has been present in and among our congregation.
God has grown this church from 13 faithful Presbyterians gathering to break bread together 200 years ago
to the vibrant and mission-minded congregation today. Our congregation has seeded two churches, two
non-profits, and the faith of countless Christian disciples who have sought to love and serve God with their
whole lives. What a privilege it is to celebrate God’s faithfulness in this time and this place! It will certainly
be a day which even our youngest minds will recall vividly 50 years later and beyond. See you on October
17!
--Rev. Lara Musser Gritter

Congratulations To:



Banks Fisher and Lauren Thomas, who were
married on August 21. Banks is the son of Steve
and Robin Fisher and the grandson of Sue Fisher
Kathy Sanborn and family on the birth of her
granddaughter, Collins Quinn Chavis, born
September 2, to Brittany and Jared Chavis. Her
older siblings are Hank and Campbell.

Our Deepest Sympathy To:
■ Rev. Margaret Almeida and family, on the death of
her mother, Arline Johnson Taylor, on July 24
■ Colin Dailey and family on the death of his brother,
Patrick Dailey
■ Malcolm and Stephen Bullock and family on the death
of Malcolm’s nephew, Chip Bullock
■ Mary Ann Davis Hoffman, Sharon Hoffman, and the
Hoffman families on the death of Al Hoffman
■ Anna Jenkins on the death of her father, Richard
Jenkins. Anna is the daughter of Susan Sember

Notes Of Appreciation
I appreciate all the prayers and support I have
received over the past three months during my treatments
and recovery.
I have been able to return to active participation in
church life and no longer need to be on the prayers and
concerns list.
Thanks so much.
David
●
I want to thank every single person in the wonderful
congregation of our church for the many acts of kindness
shown to Annette and me during my recent knee replacement
surgery. Thank you for your prayers, emails, cards, notes,
flowers, blue cards, the Blessing Bunch; I could go on and on.
Your prayers and thoughts were heard, felt, and so
appreciated. Through Zoom and YouTube, we have not
missed a Sunday School lesson or our wonderful Church
Services. Now, we are looking forward to being there in
person!
Again many thanks to all!
Respectfully, Hap Roberts
●
The family of Carolyn Hurley would like to express our
appreciation to Randy Kirby for his support during her illness
and for conducting her burial and funeral services. Thanks also
to John Stafford, organist.
We would like to sincerely thank the First Presbyterian
Church family for their cards, visits, memorial gifts and support.
Our appreciation also goes to the members and staff that
organized and served the visitation in Lewis Hall.
It is nice to be a member of FPC.
Gordon Hurley

Visit Our Church Libraries
Greetings! Just a quick reminder that both of our
libraries are here for you! Come in and check out books and
videos. We have an amazing assortment. The adult library is
just down the hall from Lewis Hall. The children’s library is
located on the basement level nearest the playground.
If you have books checked out, please be sure to
return them. We have many long-overdue books out
currently. Also, neither library will accept any more donated
books. Our space is very limited, and our shelves are full.
Thank you!

More Church Receptionist Volunteers Needed
Your staff needs YOU! We need people to help us
keep everything moving smoothly during the workweek. Our
receptionists are doing a fantastic job of answering calls,
greeting visitors, the occasional light office work. Please
consider giving just a few hours a week and joining this
wonderful group. Women and men! The morning shift runs
9:00-12:30, and the afternoon shift runs 12:30-4:00.
Please call Christine to let her know you are willing
to help staff by taking 1, 2, 3, or more days a month to support
our church staff?

Church Technology Team Needs You!
COVID certainly took the world by surprise. Your
Sound Team ran a marathon race very early during the
pandemic. They moved from a Sound Team to a Technology
Team. They installed the necessary equipment, learned to
use the equipment, and then learned how to use all the new
software to broadcast a pre-recorded worship service.
Then we transitioned through many phases of
broadcasting, and today, we finally have meaningful
streaming services that include many enhancements. Our
streaming now looks just as good as churches that have been
broadcasting for years. Congratulations and Thank You to
everyone on the Technology Team for your hard work and
dedication to this church!
Now that we have things running smoothly, it is time
we grow. Our Technology Team is TINY. We barely have
enough people to run our two services. WE NEED YOU!
Youth (8th Grade and
up) and Adults. All
training
will
be
provided. The jobs
are
not
overly
technical, and anyone
can be trained. We
need people to run
the soundboard in the
Sanctuary,
the
soundboard in Lewis Hall, people to run our presentation
software which runs very similarly to a PowerPoint
presentation, and people to run the switcher (this person
chooses which camera to show). Each worship service has
been mapped to make it easy for the Technology Team to
know when and which cameras, videos, and graphics to use.
So please, consider joining this essential team.
Without YOU and our current team, we would not be able to
continue broadcasting such wonderful worship services to
reach not our members at home but others in our community
and across the nation and world. Call Jan Kichefski or
Christine in the office for more information and to volunteer.

From Pastor Randy….

If there’s anything I can do…
If there’s anything I can do… is the telling title of a little
book that the Stephen Ministers of our church are reading this
fall. It is telling because the author, Josephine H. Hicks,
subtitles the book, What you can do when serious illness
strikes. In fact, the first chapter offers her basic insight.
We all tend to fall into asking the question. We are
well-intentioned. But her experience is that question is not the
most helpful thing to hear when you are sick or when someone
you love is sick. that is helpful is for someone to actually do
something helpful! “For those of you who want to cut to the
chase (after all, there are sick and suffering who need your
help, and you now want to avoid at all cost saying ‘If there’s
anything I can do…’) here it is. Bottom line: Just do it.”
Of course, she does not mean to be intrusive. She
suggests that we think of something that might be helpful and
offer to do it instead of
asking what might be
helpful.
So
much
depends
on
your
relationship. Even more,
it depends on your ability
to listen to the person
who is in need. Some
people
need
transportation.
Some
need
groceries
or
errands run. Some need
someone to sit and listen
when the days are long
and the energy is low. Offer and then listen for the response.
She suggests that you begin small. Do not try to do grand
things unless grand things are needed. In fact, she says offer
something that is easy for you. The person in need will not feel
intrusive, and you are more likely to do it again.
Furthermore, do not be put off if you are turned down.
If they do not need it, then it is not helpful. What they do not
need is to have to come up with something for you to do to feel
helpful. When that happens, they are taking care of you instead
of the other way around.
Hick’s book is short and filled with practical
suggestions if you are serious about being helpful. As Stephen
Ministers, our goal is to show people we care in the name of
Christ. Most of the time, we spend time with people listening to
the concerns of their hearts, not managing the details of their
lives. Still, when real needs occur, we all want to be genuinely
helpful. In Galatians 6, Paul encourages Christians: “Bear one
another’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of
Christ.” When someone is ill, we want to help. If you are looking
for helpful suggestions, this little book is a great place to start!

CRT Continues To Monitor Virus Data
The Coronavirus Response Team is still meeting
weekly. We are closely monitoring local case data and
studying guidance from the CDC and NCDHHS. We make
safety recommendations to Session, but they always have the
final decision about health protocols here at First Pres. Thank
you for wearing your masks when indoors at church! It is
enabling those with special health concerns to feel safe coming
to church. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to
reach out to us.
-Robert Bertram, Anne Cave, Ames Flynn, Scott Hay, and
Kathy Sanborn.

News From Meals On Wheels
Meals on Wheels is a service dedicated to meeting
the needs of senior nutrition in Rowan County. During 2020,
107,170 meals were provided to seniors in our
county. Volunteers from around the county delivered these
meals. We are pleased to report that First Presbyterian
Church has been a long-time supporter of Meals on Wheels,
as volunteers from our church have delivered meals on the
2nd and 4th Thursday for many years.
We are very grateful to the church members and
friends of our church who have delivered meals during the
past several months: Teresa Williams, Mary Greene, Betsy
Cunningham, Jim Mitchell, Missy and Henry Brown, Kim
Johnson, Ed Lewis, Anne and Frank Saunders, Paula and
Bill Troxler, Carol Glichenhouse, Myrna Crocker, Eleanor
Sandifer, Helen Kichefski, Linda Bartlett, Fredna Farris,
Sherry Beck, Charlotte Hall, Carol and Del Denny, Wayne
Hayworth, Tracy Smith, Margaret Mentus, Linda Jones and
Buddy Farnan, Randy Lassiter, Dianne Scott, Lyn Beaver,
Tricia Johnson, Bob Cook, John Cave, Betty and Jim Carli.
Substitute drivers are often needed. If you would like
to add your name to the substitute list, please call Mary
Greene at 704-633-4164.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
August 31, 2021
OPERATING
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Cash Flow

719,510.07
652,906.29
66,603.78

Budgeted Income
Actual Income
Under

707,749.33
719,510.07
11,760.74

Budgeted Expenses
Actual Expenses
Under
DAY SCHOOL
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
YTD Loss

774,303.33
652,906.29
-121,397.04

40,114.93
26,194.69
13,920.24

Can’t Get Enough of First Pres?
Get all the news, information, updates, schedules,
bulletins and the calendar
For First Presbyterian Church
Salisbury when you need it!

It is just a
click away!
www.salisburyfirstpres.org

Mission Priorities Next Steps:
You’ve heard eight sermons on our new mission priorities. You can recite Spirit-Centered
Discipleship, Hands-On Local Mission, Friendship Across Difference, and Embracing the
Unchurched in your sleep. You think these are interesting and good! BUT, what’s next?
Two helpful terms will help us answer that question: technical change and adaptive change.
Technical changes are changes that we already have the technical ability to make—like changing a
lightbulb, for example. We all know how to do that! Adaptive changes are those that we do not yet
have the wherewithal to make. Adaptive change, therefore, requires new learning and adaptation to
make those changes. For example, Thomas Edison practiced adaptive change when he did
thousands of experiments trying to produce a different way to emit light.
We will be starting some technical changes with our Session and committees right away by
asking them to identify which priority they’re
already good at. Then we will ask them to
build upon it. Staff will be exploring immediate
and simple ways to implement some of these
changes as well. We invite you to choose a
mission priority and imagine how you can live
it out more fully in your own life.
But if we stopped at that, we would only
have made some temporary technical
changes. Thus, these mission priorities invite
us into the uncharted adventure of adaptive
change. Adaptive change will take time,
months, or years maybe. It will not only
require us to do a few new things but, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, to embark on the
adventure of seeing how God transforms us through these priorities.
One step we’re taking toward adaptive change is the creation of a temporary Missional and
Financial Planning Task Force. This group will take a longer-term view (5, 10, 20+ years) of our
church and its priorities, including finances beyond the normal annual budgeting process, to create
a vision and detailed plan for executing the mission and financial well-being of the church. Last year,
the Session identified this type of task force as being a priority need. While you might not see the
fruit of this work for some time, know that the gears are turning as all of us embark on the adventure
of following God’s invitation in our new mission priorities.

New Women’s Bible Group to Meet Weekly at FPC
Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) invites women of all ages to join us Friday mornings from 9:45-11:15
in Fellowship Hall for our study of the Gospel According to Matthew! There is no cost to attend the
study. For more information and to register online, please visit bsfinternational.org or just come any
Friday morning at 9:45 to check it out! The class just began on Friday, September 24, so this is
plenty of time left for you to join them!

For And About Our Youth…

Youth Ministry: Relationships Rooted in Christ
What did you miss most during the hardest parts of the pandemic? Put another way, what did the
pandemic cause you to miss most? Maybe the answer to both questions is the same. In March of 2020, I
would’ve given you a list of answers that belong in the shallow end of the pool. I missed going out to eat,
weekly trivia, moving through the world mask-less, and going to movies at the movie theater. In September
of 2021, I look back at these last 18 months, and I realize that what I missed most and the pandemic caused
me to miss is something deeper. Quite simply, I missed being with others. I missed relationships.
Our world is more connected than it has ever been, and yet we miss one another more than ever.
While technology has proven itself a brilliant servant these days, it has also revealed itself to be a terrible
master. The digital space cannot ever finally replace the spaces in which we are together in the flesh. Why?
At least in part, the physical community is intrinsic to who we are. While common interpretations of “being
made in God’s image” focus on individual human dignity—an important idea in its own right—I wonder if
being made in God’s image might also mean that we are who we are because of others. Since God as
Trinity is three persons joined together in diverse unity—literally a community of persons—to be made in
God’s image must mean to be wired for this kind of togetherness. God didn’t simply log on to be with us—
God came in a fully physical body to be physically present with us.
If one were to boil down my own theology of youth ministry, it would go something like this, “Youth
ministry is about reminding young people and their families that they are endlessly caught up in and made
for the community of God, a community defined by the relentless grace of God that seeks after us no matter
where or how we are.” In a word, youth ministry is about relationships rooted in Christ.
In a world of endless complexity and uninhibited change, it is easy for an organization or ministry to
give in to the chaos. If we’re not careful, we can make church, and youth ministry, more complicated than
it needs to be. But bigger and flashier is not always better. My guess is your favorite memories from church
and life hold within them, not fireworks or flashing lights or ecstatic experiences. My guess is in those
memories are faces, smiles, laughs, meals, songs, worship—relationships. This fall, our youth are going
back to the basics—eating together, communing together, reading the bible together, and serving together.
In a word, this fall is about relationships. Sometimes, and especially now, we need to simplify and get back
to the basics.
See the October-November Youth calendars inside this newsletter for more ways to be involved with
and pray for the youth of our church.
--Rev. Josh Musser Gritter

Christian Education / Faith Formation Committee Hard At Work
Our committee has been working extra hard to get the Education Building open and back to fulfilling its
purpose of developing Faith Formation through Christian Education. Our DCE Elizabeth Snelbaker’s resignation
has placed more responsibility on the committee, which we have excepted with enthusiasm and energy.
Our immediate focus is to see that the Sunday School hour is up and running. All adult classes are back and
meeting this month. The Sojourner class is still on hold, but we have hopes that they will be meeting again soon.
Sunday School for K-5th graders is up and running, with a great turnout on the kickoff Sunday. Meredith
Honeycutt and Alan Fowler are coordinating this age group. The theme is “Back to Bible Basics.” This theme
continues into the Sunday evening program Jr. and 1st Kids, which will start on
October 3, with eight sessions through December.
Teen Arron and Meredith Rowland are helping organize and operate the
Jr. and 1st Kids program. Teams are leading these two programs, which is a
great opportunity for you to join in. If you have a readymade teammate or would
like to join a team, we will make sure you have what you need to have a
successful and meaningful experience doing God’s work. Our curriculum is easy
to use and doesn’t require a lot of preparation time. Call any member of our committee or Christine at the church
office if you would like more information.
Committee members: Meredith Honeycutt, Robin Fisher, Cindy Ware, Melanie Burton, Mindy Muire, Alan
Fowler, Karen De Graaf, and Dan Cagle. Staff: Lara Musser Gritter
Race Task Force

‘Remembering Our History’ Event Set in November
As we celebrate 200 years of faithful ministry at First Presbyterian Church this fall, the Race Task Force has been looking
at the church’s history in regards to race. As a result, the Task Force is putting together a program to be presented this fall called
“Ministry of Reconciliation: Remembering Our History.”
This presentation, led by Stephen Bullock and Dyke Messinger, is the fruit of many months of research by Mike Drinkard.
The event is set for 5:30 pm, on November 14, in Lewis Hall.
The event will include an overview of our history, covering the role of slavery and its aftermath at First Presbyterian and
in Salisbury. It will include information about enslaved people who were members of our church and describe the efforts the
church later made to help provide the emancipated with education and worship facilities — all facts we share in common with
other local churches.
There will also be a dialogue about our perspective on these issues.
Taking the time to reflect on our many-faceted history is one of the benefits of celebrating significant anniversaries.
Indeed, First Presbyterian is deeply rooted in Salisbury and has evolved with it. We have much to celebrate.
Research for this presentation included reading earlier church histories and old Session minutes, studying the role of the
Presbyterian church in the South, and following countless other threads of information that helped put our story into historical
context.
First Presbyterian has thrived through decade after decade, moving forward in a spirit of love and grace.

First Presbyterian Church
308 West Fisher Street
Salisbury, NC 28144

Worship Schedule
8:30 am Worship in Lewis Hall
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Worship in the Sanctuary

